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LIBERATING THEATRE
On Saturday, 3 November 1990, the Speech and Drama Society of
TASA, hosted an important workshop on ‘People’s Education’. The
Std.8 Speech and Drama pupils of New West Secondary School, in
Newlands West, Durban, presented their workshopped production
on"Race and Racism’, which was followed by a pro-active critique in
buzz-groups comprising tcachers, pupils and parents. The pro-
gramme culminated with the presentation of an abridged version of
Cssop Khan's ‘Jamal Syndrome’. As part of the preparation children
had to research (he topic both theoretically and experientially by way
ofinterviews. Theinterviews provided thebasis for avseries of scenar-
jos, whilst the theoretical framework enabled the children to eriticise
their observations.

approach to drama has its importance in laying the basis for demo-
cratic cultural practices. It Is therefore a means ol promoling
social,political and economic development. As one of the organisers,
Farouk Hoosain pointed out, the play-building exercise was an
instrument of conscientisation - it developed awareness amony
pupils and encouraged parents to focus on the issue of the "Group
Arcas Act’. The conceptof praxiswastakenastep further whenpupils
were assigned the task of pelitioning the community of Castle Hillin
Newlands West to protest against the Group Areas Act. ’

Anotherobjectiveof the project wasto cultivateamong pupilsand
parentsthe valuableskillsofanalysing, evaluatingand critidsing. An
attempt was also made to move away from traditional approachesto
Speech and Drama, which focussed on the Four ‘Rs’, namely Recrea-
tion (pleasure), Recognition (confirming the world view), Revelation
(learning something new) and Redemption (making betler people).
This was done by adding the important elements of Resistance and
Revolution.

The organisers felt that Drama and English teachers, In particular,
needed to resist the perpetuation of cultural steceotypes and the
trivialisation of the oppressed people’s history and sodal experi-
ences.. - .

Note : Video-copics of the programme may be obtained through the
TASA Offices. . :

The organisers believe that the partidpatory and experiential |
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@ - (S 7o stampout racismand 10 encourage

R anfi-recist atfiiudes.. New West Secmdary
School is a mulfi-racial commuritye
We know that there is recism i oUr
society and we are against if. Macism
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WHAT 1S RACSMY

1 IINSTITUTIONAL RACISM meand that in wovrk ov school,race
Or colour can be ubco\_.bg pLVIONS W Powey, to stop people
adnievIng.This can be, iFn e intentional ov uanintentiovial. :
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AN\ T bﬁr}?\m into sc\r\%_o\ racstmaterial sucn as racist litdrature oy badges.

Uy 3'fo yecvruit cog_\e. ko raclst organisat tons.
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& » unocceptabol 3k¢r?mgied viends , line: .
Y 377 Bladks have ns ural ryv‘hvg.... , )

. M Jews/seats [Asigns Ve a!/_#,n%y N Yand the well-weanings
+eacher wWwo 3 gs..i da* notice F#e colous of thechildren i
My closs—They sic /w(/dgen ’{2 el Nlch ignores \
. racial identh t{ !

e wam '\Y\f\\umr_g +h¢d«\ ,
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-:_j“ x Ditferzrdracial gYoups not oeng equally yepyes ew’mgugvx A &% :

THE JOB OF FIGHTING ARpTsM WS VERY IMPOK-
TANT ANDEVERYONE N HE& MUST HELP IN|
WHWATEVER o WAY THEY CAN. \
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