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.| surely turn in his grave at

the: Nu-West Secondary
School's version of Romeo;
and Juliet. Or would he?’

Actually, the produc-
tion, . dubbed Ramesh and
Julie, by the, school’s Std 9

oes share the basic theme

by: the Eng-
lish bazd.: Lo
The-difference is that it
is sc;'in:NewlandS‘West in
1992 rather’ than’ ‘Verona,,
Italy,’in'the:16th century.

B

*|*#And.instead of beautiful .

1% The?

| ilies;¥here : we  have, Julie -
.{Daniel,#a’ Chris :

. h+Sio
| whoselovgris*doomed be

Juliet-Capulet and the
‘whose_ romance -was. the..
‘feud¥between eir fam-

tian, and:
+a ~Hindu

B
ences.®

of“religious differ

e e ST
] i c,auz}my“knows

‘I'nofihoupdsirm-rthey have

:|given’similar. treatment o5
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"‘Although some, feathers -

‘ ,Wc_sgt;.pupil;;.‘proclaim”that;

‘social?probiems” and.gal-
) "yangscs‘theix{*community.
. :inm;tackﬁncgt;_i i

“one, of-whi
ling'teenage s icide rate in

ff‘f’At?é;rcqent’fp;xbljc? pro-
‘duction’of :their .plays they -

|- group:ofabout.
: %wa?foqubig

speare’s other great -

| tragedy {:Othello, as well as.+
Sopbagles . QOedipus -Rex,

‘whichtells the -story, of a

killed

‘ried:his. mother, and.

;maiﬁibc.‘;rufﬂcd,“’the Nu

‘arerusing®drama’to- tackle

-Slroblcms,'
e spiral-+

‘the Newlands-areas

invited.a»member of Dur-.
Tbag‘s;Cpild Protection Unit .
';toscEivc';ai.talk, 'and by the.
‘end jofithe show a.support
arents.

Theiidea'is for them and -
Jthe;pupils.to learn commu--

"ing skills in a bid to prevent

! %tb;’y&ggc_dy_.@ of teenage’

suicide.

sdramasteacher, Mt Faruk

“Hoogain who does.not be-',

i Hehbelieves:h £ pupils

, . By.Fawzia Moodley
| SHAKESPEARE would

speechand -drama: class -

of rthe :star-crossed - lovers . tices like classical dancing,
- made<famous:

dashing- Romeo Montague.

victim!izof‘?za:’.longstanding e

>+ “evant to their own lives.

.. Oedipus ‘Rex,” Miss Simi

" Devraj, 23, a final-year

man’who ‘unwittingly mar- ~ trainpee teacher who was
2 ki

"~ school and who helped

theicicause 'is,just™— ‘they+i!

teally started  with ‘their

{mustibe- taught to.:become.”

independent thinkers and
learn t0 challenge the in-
justices and ills of society.
" His pupils have learned
to use the traditional west-
ern techniques of speech
and drama and combined
them with modern trends
such as rap music, and
- even Indian cultural prac-

‘to create a unique drama
. thh.wtnch the local com-
munity can identify totally.
~ Thus while most modern

work; these pupils can re-
late to the universal mes-
sage contained in his
: works.” - .

:in his pupils’ innovative ap-

ma.

make their productions rel-

“They looked at the
most common problems in

- Newlands, workshopped
- yarious ideas and came up
-with the three short plays
loosely built around Ro-
" méo and Juliet, Othello and

block teaching at the

them in their production,
told Post Natal.

teenage suicides in New-

tal opposition to their chil-

someone across the reli-

ious‘linc,” explained
%hamal Reddiar, 16, who
:'plays the role of Julie,
. whose parents are opposed
to her romance with
‘ 'Ramesh for religious

I, . reasons.

.. Their other two plays

combined the themes of in-

cest from Oedipus Rex and

-, jealousy and ossessive- -

-ness from Othello to tackle

fj;gicgtion-.and roblem-solv:_ -the problems of alcoholism .

and sexual promiscuity..

 'Mr Hoosain and his
pupils are ecstatic about.

the results of his “theatre
for devglopment”. :
~#We have proved what

F:Jievg:in conventional eth-. can be achieved even with-
yodsiaf;qducatian.

- in-the confines of the cur-
rent education system,” he
said.. v oo .
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children are unable to.
identify with Shakespeare’s |

. It‘is. obvious that Mr -
." Hoosain’s methods work, -

proach to ‘,speech and dra-

Instead of following the”
normal trend of producing ~
their set works, the Nu,
West ‘pupils decided to .

¥ uye have had a spate of '

lands’ West and most of -
these stemmed from paren- -

dren’s. relationships with -

Scenes from Ram-
“esh and Julie: local
n gossips* aggravate:
“-the problems of the .
‘lovers. Left:
~ Chantal Pillay —
.Ramesh — mourn3s
the suicide of his.
e girlfriend, Julie
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